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phere of " phenomena." The divine Man who founds
the religion, and those who immediately surround Him,
are always people who have a knowledge of more worlds
than one. And because they are possessors of that first-
hand knowledge, they are able to speak with authority.
Now, the authority that should be recognised in all these
matters is simply the authority of knowledge.

Another of the difficulties we want to clear away in
studying phenomena is the idea that the happening of a
certain thing by a law that we do not understand in the
realm of matter gives any sort of authority on questions
of spiritual knowledge, or gives a person a right to speak
with authority on things not concerned with the par-
ticular laws under which that phenomena takes place.
The mischief of the old idea of miracle was that it was
supposed to be a proof, not of knowledge of another
world or other forces, but of the title of the miracle-
worker to speak with authority on religious and moral
questions; while, as a matter of fact, the knowledge
of what occurs on the astral plane, the knowledge of
what occurs on the mental plane, or the power to utilise
the forces of these planes in the production of certain
happenings here which are not usual, these things by
no means give a man any authority to speak on moral
problems or to decide on spiritual questions. That is a
matter of the utmost importance, for knowledge of the
astral and mental worlds is the same in kind as know-
ledge of the physical world; and it no more follows that
a clairvoyant or clairaudient, or a man who can use any
of the powers of subtler planes down here, has more
authority on religious and moral questions than a good